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SUBJECT: BANGLADESH NUCLEAR PROGRAM: PURCHASE OF RESEARCH 
REACTOR 

REF: STATE 008969 

IN A MEETING WITH THE FOREIGN SECRETARY ON JANUARY 20, 

THE AMBASSADOR WENT OVER IN DETAIL THE U.S. POSITION 
ON THE SALE OF NUCLEAR RESEARCH REACTORS ABROAD. 

THE FOREIGN SECRETARY TOOK NOTE OF THESE POINTS BUT 
CONTINUED TO EXPRESS CONCERN THAT NEITHER INDIA NOR 
PAKISTAN HAS YET ADHERED TO THE NPT. HE DID NOT 
BELIEVE THAT ADHERENCE BY OTHER SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRIES 
SUCH AS AFGHANISTAN AND NEPAL WOULD PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
RATIONALE FOR BANGLADESH TAKING THE INITIATIVE IN THIS 
MATTER. WE DO NOT EXPECT ANY QUICK BDG ACTION. AT 
THE VERY LEAST, IT WILL WAIT UNTIL IT CAN ASSESS THE 
POLICIES OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 
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